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“Public Safety calls for pilots of high character 
and great skill. The occupation is a hazardous 
one. Therefore, the law should provide for a method 
to fix maximum flying hours, minimum pay and a 
system for retirement or annuity benefits.’’ 

—President Roosevelt. 


ON THE BEAM 


The phrase, “on the beam,” has become so much a part 
of the parlance of air line people that additional elucida- 
tion as to its meaning is unnecessary. 


The Civil Aeronautics Board’s decision to kill Draft! 
Release No. 36, which sought to increase the gross loads) 

















of currently used air line equipment beyond that for which | 
it was designed and built, is a truly ‘‘on the beam”’ action. 
Apparently the CAB’s vote against Draft Release No. 36) 
wasn’t unanimous. This isn’t surprising to the air line! 
pilots who know only too well how some people react | 
in matters of this character. About the only further ob- 
servation the pilots have to make is that the Board mem- 
bers who voted against the approval of this viciously | 
dangerous release are deserving of the highest commenda- 
tion for their action and have demonstrated by such action | 
that they are keenly aware that their responsibility is to 
serve the public interest and not special interest which is 
seldom on the side of air safety. 


The hearings on Draft Release No. 36, which got under | 
way on March 29 and extended through April 4, demon- 
strated again and again that the only people who really | 
have air safety in their hearts are the pilots. Safety his- | 
tory in transportation is repeating itself. If there is any| 
doubt on this point, a survey of the progression of greater 
safety for the traveling public in other modes of transpor- | 
tation will expel such doubts. It is always the employees | 
—the personnel who operate the equipment—who stand | 
as a bulwark against all moves to lessen the safety factor, | 
and it is the employee group which sponsors the devices | 
and methods to improve safety. 


In air line transportation, the proper degree of air 
safety is the very life blood of the industry. Who must 
be the watchdog of air safety? It must be an independent 
air safety board within an independent federal regulatory 
agency of the government for civil flying and the regularly 
scheduled air line pilots—and why the latter? The an- 
swer to this can be found in what was demonstrated at the 
gross weight hearings before the CAB. Who was in at- 
tendance—practically everybody in the industry was rep- 
resented. Who stood on the side of air safety alone 
embattled—the air line pilots and their organization, the 
little old Air Line Pilots Association. And here is the key 
and most vital observation. On what side of the air safety 
fence in the CAB hearing room during these trying and 
fateful days—March 29, 30, and 31 and April 1, 2, 3, and 
4 of 1944—did the public stand? Did they stand with 
the glib-tongued proponents of Draft Release No. 36, all 
having a financial interest, or did they stand with the ear- 
nest, sincere, and embattled champions of air safety, the 
air line pilots—WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
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| his wife 
| beach. 
| Horse Whip at High Noon 


California and a heap of new first 


| officers. Included are “Doctor”| ant. We are all genuinely happy 

(Ph.D.) Spencer, Jack (CAA) | to welcome Captain Russ Arden to 
Broome, “Glen” Miller, Jensen,| pi, new post as assistant chief 
Hart, Pfelt, Brunsvold, Stocking, 


| be a captain is to take a first of- 
| ficer out in the middle of the air- 
| port at high noon and slowly beat 


| curses, and blood the aspiring cap- 
| tain is able to produce, of course, 
| are raised. 


| Undercarriage Can Take 


| cies. Included are Captains “Mac” 


| case anyone 








—David L. Behncke 











from Dallas, he feuds with every- 


serving notice to watch for devel- 





beat this Texan at handball, and 


that’s more than I could do with | now qualified, and all first ieee 
Swanson. I’m going to raise his 


oa : oo” : of over six months’ seniority were | 
wolf rating, too, but don't tell given one or two hours of left 
. > because she fixes sand-| seat time. Brother Meredith will 
wiches for me when we go to the| eoncur as to the beating the DC-3 
undercarriage will take. Hey, fel- 
las, I was only kidding. 

Burbank is a full-grown base 
of some 52 crews now. Yes, and 
“Chief” Stotts has a new assist- 


They Beat Them with a 


April brougnt foggy skies to 


pilot at BU. Russ is an old-timer 
with AA and a very capable man. 
He has just returned from the 
North Atlantic operation on C-54’s 
where he flew a special ‘‘weather 
ship.”” We know that the harmoni- 
ous spirit that has existed in BU 
groans,| hetween pilots and the “Chief’s” 
| office will be more firmly cemented 
| by the presence of Russ. 
| Speaking of Being Caught 
| with One’s Pants Down 
| Chairman Bart Cox called a 
| meeting of Council No. 31 to make 
a decision on the newly proposed 
| pilots’ contract, and we went on 
scheduled vacan-| yeeord unanimously in favor of 
another meeting between com- 
pany and conferees. We trust that 
| this situation will be amiably set- 
tled in the very near future. 
You have heard of guys getting 


and several others. These fellows 
think that the final qualification to 





him with a horsewhip until he | 
passes out. The more 


the higher his standing and rating | 
Good luck, men. 
What a Beating That DC-3 


Burbank welcomes a new group 
of captains transferred to fill mili- 
tary and newly 


MacLeran, Bill Cooper, “Smiling 
Jack” Rogers, and we have Herb 
Schmidt waiting to come out in 
can be bribed to take 
his place on the El Paso-Mexico 


City. r "has : x : caught with their pants down. 
‘ity run (based in EO— nuff Well, Captain Jim Feroe was 


said). 
DC-3, nicknamed the “Rover,” ar- 
rived in BU, and Captain Meredith 


The company’s qualifying 
”? 


caught over TZ and couldn’t get 
his gear down. After thirty min- 
z 2 utes of huffing, puffing, cursing, 
of CG proceeded to give the co- and last (but not least) praying 


pilots the “works.” “Rodger the|/}. everyone, the wheels came 
Lodger” Poorman, Al Thomas, Ed| —* tit Wi 


Sanford, _and_ Melvin Logan are 





_ (Continued on Page 3, Col. 1) 


WHAT A GRUESOME SIGHT 








Now PLEASE, LADIES, TRY TO BE CALM AND WE'LL TELL YOU WHO 
THESE MUSCLE MEN ARE—THESE, THESE “‘ADONISES” OF THE AIR LINES— 
AND THEN MAY THE BEST GIRL WIN. NOW GET A GOOD FIRM GRIP ON 


YOURSELVES AND MAKE YOUR FLUTTERING BOSOMS BE STILL, THESE 
UNUSUAL MEN FROM THAT UNUSUAL STATE ARE.MEMBERS OF ALPA’S 
LOCAL EXECUTIVE CoUNCIL No. 31. WHAT ARE THEY DOING? BREATHING 
DEEPLY ON THE BEACH AT LOS ANGELES. LEFT TO RIGHT: “CHUCK” 
BotscH, “TEx” MotTLey, “WOLF” SWANSON, ART PFELT. SEATED ARE 





(L. TO R.) B. G. O’HARA AND STAN FLEENER, 














Dace, Frank E.—W. L. 

Dally, ror H.—T. W. A.-1. C. D. 
Davis, Alfred W.—U. A. L. 

Davis, Douglas—E. A. L. 

DeCesare, Frank—Panagra 

De Cesaro, Joseph apy ia L 

Dietz, Stuart G.— 


Dunn, Stephen—Panagra 
Elzey, Robert M.—P. A. A 
Fey, Howa U. A. L. 
Flelds, Glenn T.—A. A. 
“Fisher, John leper ¥ w. 
Fortner, W. F.—E. A. L. 
org Ray E.—A. x 

Gay, R. A.—A. 


Gardner, Gordon W-zPanagra 
George, Hal—T. W 
Gillette, Morgan A.—T. W. A. 
Gower, Vernon 1.—D. A. L. 
Grover, R. Boyd—vU. A. L. 
Hald, Arthur A.—N. W. 
Hale, S. H.—E. A. L. 
Haligren, W. A.—A. A. 
Hart, John F.—N. W. 
W. A.—T. W. A. 
Hill, George W.—A. A. 
olbrook, Clyde M.—A. A, 
WwW. M.—P. 


A. A. 
reland, Baxter L.—Continental 
Jamelller, Stanley E.—C. A. L. 
Jamieson, W. L.—E. A. L 
Jones, Lloyd E.—U. A. L. 




















—E. A. L. 
Kroeger, John H.—P. A. A.-Western 
Lamb, Charles S.—U. A. L. 
Lewis, Harry C.—T. W. A. 


e—N. W. 
Loeffler, Edward J.—W. A. L. 
Lucas, Al—W. A. S. 

Lucas, Verne—Ludington 

Lynn, John 

McAfee, William-PAA: McMickle, Har- 
old—Panagra; Mallick, ‘pecast E.—UA | 
M k ; Marshal, Geral 


Mossman, Russell Co CasAL. 
Neff, Harold—UAL; Noe, Earl J.—TWA; 


; Odell, M. 

AA; “Olson, Kenneth S.—NW: isgura, 
Alden—NWA; Owens, Clifford 
Parker, A. N.—TWA-ICD; Paschal, A— 
PAA; Pedley, Charles F.— AA; Pe a 
J. A.—EAL; Person, Addison G.—PA 
Pickup, Christopher V.—UAL; Pielemeler, 
Harold E.— AA; Potter, Norman W.— 
UAL; mee “ H.—Panagra. 
Quale, aa 
Radoll, Rew AGL: Raley, R. J.—NW; 
*Rhew, Jesse N.—C&S; Rigas, Russell S, 
—AA; Robbins, Wm. J. B.—AA; Rose, 
John A.—KLM: Rousch, Chas. W.—NW; 
Rust, F. H—AA. 
Salisbury, Herve: — TWA; Sandbiom, 
J. ag San egrsn, , Thomas E.—UAL; 
Sauceda, M.—PA P. T. W.— 
TWA; Scott, Philip G.—UAL; Scroggins, 

— PCA; Shank, Eugene S.— 
k, J. W.—UAL; Sheets, 





Don K.—Panagra; Sherwood, George C. 
—WAE; Smoot, H.—Braniff; Stiller, 
— Rng — AA; Supple, Robert E. — 


Tarrant. Harold R. — UAL; Terletz 
Leo — PAA; Thomas, ca A 
bi see vere Ae R.—UAL; *Turbyne, Rob: 


Sanford L.—AA, 
lark K.—UAL. 


% KUL; Waldron, Joe—AA; 
vane “ A. PAA; Wallace, Clyde 
*Wasi, Nicholas A=¥ A; 


—ww; wright, i 8— 


je S.—UAL. 


Young, Geo . 
?—C&SAL. 


Zeier, Carl 
Natural 
Blomgren, Lio d 1.—AA; Ooshran,_ Bob: 








tT — NEA: "Phelps, Henry T. — PAA: 
Swanson, Axel—AA. 


Inactive 
Anderline, Frank 4 Ashford Ted; 
pore, a al Brown, W. Craig; Burford, 
D Caldwell, G. 
Chas. ” Fisher, so 0. 'F.; uls- 
man, Norbert Le 8 1? Lewis W.; 
Jackson, A.; H. R.; Kerwin, 
4.3 MteMarkn, Richard Ass “Mills, Ar- 
hur Noy Dew L.; Ormshee, F.; 
Riddle, “Glenn ied a 4. 3.3 
Rousch, Usher E.; Se. Seve, M.; 
tark, Howard C.; Van Alstyne, Hugh, 
ae Ls antag Donate 
Lem Roy; Wheaton, arold H.; 
Whittemore, Fred Wolf, John F.; 
Willey, Sidney L.; Zimmerman, Harry J. 





Waiting List 
Brock, Wm. S.; Kiser, Daniel; Lang- 
mack, David F. 
loge nage oe wt x " 
p~ talon 
Brisban ". Arthur; Greene, Dr. Ralph: 
on. Clyde; Rogers, Will. 


Kelly, 
* Apprentice Member. 
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For Dangerous 10,000-Mile Magnetic Pole Rescue - - - 


- - « the Northeast Airlines’ crew members of an Air Transport Command air liner were awarded on 
April 23, 1944, Air Medals by Colonel Gordon G. Bulla, senior flight surgeon, of the North Atlantic 
Wing. Here the Colonel is shown in the act of actually pinning on the medals while Major Charles Jeter, 
The pilots being decorated are (I. to r.) Captains Alva V. R. 
Marsh and Francis Chalifoux, Lester E. Hughes and Winston A. Peacock. The fifth member of the crew, 
Joseph Sewall, was not able to be at the presentation because of having been in the interim commissioned 
in the Navy and assigned to its air transport service. These awards were in recognition of an exceptionally 
hazardous Arctic flight to rescue three stranded meteorologists who had run out of supplies at their out- 


of ‘the North Atlantic Wing, looks on. 





—Acme Photo 





post camp near the Magnetic North Pole in the Arctic region. The same crew effected a second rescue when 
they flew a weather observer, badly in need of medical attention, from his post in Baffin Land to North 
Bay, Canada. Nice going, boys! A tough job well done. 








Q-000-00-00! ON A LADDER 


(Continued from Page 2) | 
erent | 


down and they all lived happily| Bin Records Is in the Saddle 
| Bill Records took over the reins 


for a while after. 
Some Dope on the ATC Dopes | 

Captain George Shores was) 
elected representative of the ATC} 
crews at the ALPA meeting. He 
promised to be assistant scribe and 
to give me some “dope” on the} 
ATC “dopes,” but I haven’t heard | 
a word—so I’ll give out with what | 


I know. Have you seen Swanson | 
in his new summer uniform? What | 
a figure! What shoulders! What} 
a rear view! It scares me. Cap- 
tains Mark Crahan and Milton} 
Coppage have been seen in enemy 





territory—namely, the El! Paso) 
Hilton. Captains Ross and Cooper 
traded their ATC zoot suits for 
those of “air line blue.” 


Well, the artisans of AM4 are 
busy with their work tools again 


and Captains “Wes” Carroll and| 


Chuck Sisto have set up a shop, 
making toys in Carroll’s garage. 
They make their first officers help, 
or no landings. 
power band saw, glue, and ham- 
mer. Captain Lou Marable and 
his First Officer Brandenburg are 
still in the “amateur shop” stage, 
while Kraemer is adding area to 
his garage in order to facilitate 
commercial expansion. 
All Out and Hogwild for 
Photography 

At last, O’Hara has taken off 
for the East Coast for C-54 train- 
ing. Brother, you’re going to miss 
a lot of good “‘beaching’”’ at LA 
this summer. Ollie Pfeil (file) has 
gone hog-wild for photography. 
He has a 16 MM camera and pro- 
jector as well as still equipment. 
Some of his color shots make Ivan 
Dimitri jealous. By the way, Di- 
mitri was on board my trip two 
weeks ago. Some of his subjects 
made me feel like I was in the 
wrong business. They certainly 
had outstanding qualities. O-o00- 
00-00! Captain Frank Averill 
bought a new house, and he comes 
to work with blades of grass and 
pieces of hedge hanging in his 


| mittee, it’s only because he hasn’t 


Equipment is a| 


(Continued from Page 2) 





of chairmanship where Larry Har- 
ris left off, and has everyone on| 
his toes these days. Gone are) 
the days of letting someone else 
do all the work. Bill likes to see 
us all busy, too. If you turn up 
at meetings and have not been ap- 
pointed to an investigating com- 


seen you yet. 
Wanted a Boy—Got a Boy— 
The Lucky Stiff 

Let’s see now, there are some 
new two stripers around these days 
—of course, my reporting service 
has not been completely organized 
as yet, so I’ll have to give only a 
few this time—namely, Lawler, 
Cook, Dober, and Aronson, at the 
moment. Don’t think I won’t hear 
| about this from the ones I missed 
mentioning. New fathers include 
| Bill Hunt (a girl, April 4) and | 
| Ray Newhouse, who wasn’t going | 
| to accept a girl, fortunately got | 
a boy. Lonnie Dober, who had as | 
bad a time as Mrs. Dober and who | 
unlike father Ray, didn’t let his 
choice exclude either sex. His was 
a girl. 
| Down to a Noble Defeat 
| As bowlers, we pilots seem to| 
have hit the wrong bunch to chal- 
lenge when we took on operations. 
The three-game series saw us go| 











Gay Caballero ‘“‘Swooner” Stoner 
Looks as Ready as Ever 

FLASH! Another six months 
have passed, and lo, “Swooner’’ 
Stoner appeared in BU just before 
we put this in the mail. Just back 
from a half a year in the South, 
this gay caballero looks as “ready” 
as ever. The California sunshine 
always lures them home again. 
The rest of us poor “outrated” 
wolves will just sit back for a 
week and relax while Stoner takes 
over. 
Scoundrel Dinty Didn’t 
Even Call Up 

By the way, Dinty Moore was 
seen in BU lately, but the scoun- 








hair. Captain “Brownie” Brown is 
on vacation and is visiting some 
lovely nurses at the Mayo Clinic. | 
First Officer Bob Chase is waiting | 
for the wedding bells to peal next | 


month. That “peeling” business | 
sounds appealing! (The pun} 
stinks.) 


drel didn’t even call me up. Aloha. 








Are you wearing an ALPA 
emblem? If you aren’t, you cer- 
tainly should be. Available at 
Headquarters for 50c each. 
“EMBLEMIZE” now. 








down to a noble defeat. Frank | 
Waddell (our ringer in the third | 


the match—but, Frank, have a} 
heart. Fred Bailey, the estate 
owner, had to take most of the 
ribbing the next day. We could 
stay away from the field. My new 
neighbor, the above-mentioned Mr. 
Bailey, had high hopes of this 
country gentleman idea, and it 
worked fine one day while Mrs. 
Bailey was downtown; but within 
five minutes of her arrival, Fred 
was over borrowing a ladder. He 
then spent the next four hours 
putting up screens, etc. Now he 
spends most of his time in the 
garden—a defense rmhechanism, no 
doubt. As for me, painting—on 
a ladder—will take up my spare 


THE BUZZ - BUZZ ON MAY HAPPENINGS 


(Continued from Page 1) 





years old today. This is my 47th 
birthday.”’ How old does it feel to 
be 47?” queried the group. 
Behncke’s response was, “Too old, 
and in my opinion, the fellow who 
said that life begins at 40 surely 
pulled the trigger on a _ blank. 
What he should have said was, 
‘Life begins to end at 40.’” Well 
anyway, enough of the buzz-buzz, 


and on with what went on for the} 


Air Line Pilots Association during 
the month of May. 


| ALPA’s Whirligig of Activities 


In ALPA’s whirligig of activi- 
ties, the first of May’s high- 
light activities was a conference 
with TWA-ICD officials to attempt 
to straighten out a messy griev- 
ance case situation in company- 
pilot relations growing out of a 
number of unsettled ICD griev- 
ance cases. There was also the 
matter of modernizing and stream- 
lining the Seniority Letter of 
Understanding signed by the Com- 
pany and ALPA on August 8, 
1942. This conference took place 
on May 1 as scheduled. Represen- 
tatives for the Company were 
Otis Bryan, vice-president, War 
Projects; W. G. Golien, supervisor 
of operations; Robert S. Hogue- 
land, assistant to personnel direc- 
tor; Frank Busch, chief pilot; and 
Harold Blackburn, assistant man- 
ager of ICD. Nothing was accomp- 
lished at this meeting, or at previ- 
ous similar conferences held on 
February 14 and 15, 1944. 

The Company Takes Wrong 
Way Stand 

Nearly all of the time was taken 
up attempting to convince the 
Company of their 


pilots and copilots. 


to 





As Master of Ceremonies, 
Ernie Is Tops 


wrong way 
| stand which was that the Pilots’ 
Employment Agreement grievance | way Labor Act. 
machinery didn’t cover all the TWA | 
This strange | 

: ; ranging | and, yes, decidedly strained atti- 
SNe) Ce > eee See Oe ROR tude of the Company was called 
its attention by the National 





| Mediation Board on March 18, 
| 1944, and again on May 23, 1944, 
| when its Secretary Tom Bickers 
wrote letters to the Association 
and the Company, as follows: 

SECRETARY BICKERS’ LET- 

| TER OF MARCH 18, 1944, TO 

THE ASSOCIATION: 

Mr. David L. Behncke, Pres., 

Air Line Pilots Assn., 

| 3145 W. 63rd St., 

| Chicago, Ill. 

| Dear Mr. Behncke: 

We have your letter of March 8 
relative to disputes which you al- 
lege exist on the Transcontinental 

‘and Western Air, Inc., involving 
certain employees who have been 

| engaged in the service of the so- 

| called Intercontinental Division of 

| the T.W.A. 

| The Railway Labor 








Act pro- 
vides that disputes growing out of 
grievances or out of the interpre- 
tation or application of agree- 
ments concerning rates of pay, 
rules or working conditions are 
to be handled through the adjust- 
ment board procedures referred to 
in the Act. In the agreement 
which has been entered into be- 
tween your organization and the 
Transcontinental and Western 
Air, Inc., there are provisions for 
the handling of such disputes 
which may arise under the terms 
of that agreement. 

We understand from your com- 
munication of March 8 that the 
persons involved maintain the re- 
| lationship of employees of the 
| Transcontinental and Western 
| Air, Inc., they being engaged in 
the service of its Intercontinental 
Division, and that there is no dis- 
pute as to your right to represent 
| them for the purposes of the Rail- 
Therefore, since 
your letter indicates that this is a 
ispute growing out of grievances 
or out of the interpretation or ap- 
plication of an agreement applica- 
ble to such employees, such dispute 
| should be handled through the 
channels of appeal, including the 
| adjustment board, which has been 
|set up by agreement between the 


Ernie Basham did a marvelous | narties, 


job as master of ceremonies at a| By direction of the NATIONAL 


recent party. Unfortunately, his| MEDIATION BOARD 
talent was lost on the group be-| /s/ T. E. a 


cause of the public address sys-| h z i 
tem. He did a wonderful job joe Bickers, 
though. Carl Jordan performed | qq. Mr. L. M. Reed 
at the piano, and I, for one, would ; Manager T.W.A. 


like to have the skill he displayed. SECRETARY BICKER®Y’ LET- 


Unfortunately, all the performers , 7 92 19 7? 
suffered Ernie’s fate, but their ac- SBR OF MAT 36, 1066, TO TWA: 


Personnel 


complishments were all very cred- 


itable. 





time. 


time. Dll be seeing you. 


Well, that will be all this | _: 


Mr. John A. Collings, Vice- 
President, 


| Continued on Page 6, Col. 4) 








ZIG-ZAGS 


—U. S. Army Air Forces Photo: From Acme 


This remarkable action photo of U. S. bombers blasting a Jap-rat warship near New 
Ireland in the Pacific is an excellent illustration of how the Japs are making good their 
| boast to drive the U. S. Fleet from the Pacific and dictating peace terms in the White House. The Jap 
| warship is zig-zagging frantically in vain as it tries to escape the torrent of bombs hurled from the planes 


of the Fifth U. S. Army Air Force. Smoke streams from the stricken ship as it nears the end of its last 


| desperate attempt to escape. A few moments after this exciting scene was snapped, the Jap battleship 
| took its final plunge into Davy Jones’s locker. 
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V-MAIL SPED 


iy 





VIA AIR MAIL | 


\ West 


| purchase of 51% of American Ex- 


wm B 


—Acme Photo 


The largest chunk of V-mail, spurring the “Write the Boys’ campaign 


is sped on its way to the South Pacific aboard a Western Air Lines 


plane 





making its inaugural flight on the new service route to San Francisco. 
Left to right are: Pilot Capt. Fred Kelly, receiving the letter from Marine 
Sgt. Mary Lee McWherter, New Orleans; WAVE Laurette Lovell, Sp. (R) 
2/c, Los Angeles; Air WAC Sgt. Betty Beyers, Danville, Pa; and SPAR 
Betty Dettenthaler, Yeoman 2/c, Saginaw, Mich. This is an interesting 


study of the types of personnel in the various women’s branches of 
armed forces and their uniforms—high-class and snappy, what! W 
on the subject of V-mail, don't forget to write to the boys on active du 
many of whom are serving in lonesome places. 










A word 


from an < 


friend, or any friend, is not only welcome in such a spot but also is a 


morale-builder. 


It lets them know that they or what they are doing for 


all of us, which is plenty, is not forgotten. 


All Is Quiet in 


By BOB CANSDALE 
Council No. 23, WAL 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


Everything is quiet in Salt Lake 
City since the Army closed the 
training program. Many of the 
former instructors have been 
transferred to other parts of the 
company’s commercial runs, and 


others have been transferred to 
our Alaskan operation. Jimmy 
Jensen, Jerry O’Brien, and Bill 


Fly have taken positions with dif- 
ferent aircraft companies. Jensen 
and O’Brien are with Curtiss Air- 
craft at Buffalo, and Bill Fly is 
with Consolidated at San Diego. 
Best of luck to you, lads. 
The White-Whiskered Boys 
Do the Bidding 

May 1 saw the beginning of our 
new run to San Francisco. All of 
our old white-whiskered boys bid 
in on the run, which moved some 
of the younger boys up on the 
Salt Lake-Burbank run. Many new 
additions have been added to the 
families of the pilots since the last 
word was heard from this council 
—way back when. Marv Jenkins 
added a girl to his family. Bill 
Larzelere was presented with a 
boy. Bert Mooney stated that he 
would like to have one (baby), 
but he would rather spend his time 
playing poker—what a _ horrible 
pastime. A new item on the 
cockpit check list is, ““Be sure that 
Wally Barkhoff’s pipe is lit at all 
times during flight. Loading of the 
pipe will be taken care of by the 
captain.” 
A Hot Day in the Cockpit 
Boy! What a Smell 

The wild and woolly West has 
taken on the Northern Division 
since Bob Clark got the idea that 
the pilots should look like WEST- 
ERNERS. Clark, with Keith Ario 
and Ray Ellinghouse, has decided 
to wear cowboy boots on all 
flights. At this writing, Clark has 
already got his, and the rest are 
on order. I am wondering if the 
copilots will sleep with them after 
a hot day in the cockpit. Boy! 
What a smell. I suppose the spurs 





Salt Lake City 


are next. 
The Great White Father Figures 
We say “hello” to quite a few 
boys from our Alaskan Division 
who have come down to Salt Lake 
City on a few days’ leave. Most of 
them came here on request of 
“Greetings from the President,” 
but the great white father figured 
that they were doing their part up 
North and sent them back there. 
Word has reached Salt Lake City 
that Kermit McKay has been pro- 
moted to Major. He is still based 
at N.C.A.A.B., Wilmington, Dela- 
ware, if any of you boys would 
like to write to him. Letters from 
home always help. Hank Hollen- 
beck is a lieutenant commander in 
the Navy, stationed at Seattle. 
Harley Montague, who holds down 
a major’s rating in the reserve, 
was all ready to leave for active 
duty two months ago when the 
Army decided against it. We’re 
glad you’re still with us, Monty, 
and hope that you continue to stay 
with us. After ten years of air line 
flying, you are like a main limb of 
a tree. 
That’s All We Hear All Day Long 
I wish you would get in for the 
“ante,” Mooney. That’s all we 
hear all day long, every day of the 
week. It seems that since Mooney 
showed all of us new boys how to 
play poker, he would at least 
be on the up-and-up and put in his 
“ante” instead of making one of 
us poor boys do it all the time. In- 
cidentally, if any of my readers 
have any desire to make them- 
selves a ‘little spending money, 
just come over to our poker ses-| 
sions which start at all hours of 
the morning and afternoon. You! 
can find out where from any of 
the Southern Division boys who 
have been there. Just ask, they 
can’t forget. Most of them who go 
away will never forget. Now that 
Mooney has “anteed” twice we 
will go on with the rest of the 
news where I left off. 
He Just Sits Back and Plays 
Twin-Squeeze Poker | 
Lou Arpin, our very capable| 
Link instructor, has a very ingeni- | 


| port’s 
| lines for $3,000,000 was not only 


| involves the public policy question 


| lines 


| the next writing, I am going along 


| that it is against the law to give 


| keeping everybody honest. So until 


May 1944 








From Wash 


AA BUYS EXPORT CONTROL 

Falling into the category of 
rabbit-out-of-the-hat moves, the 
stock by American Air- 
a smoothly executed deal, but it 
has several interesting ramifica- 
tions. This purchase, which is sub- 
ject to the approval of the CAB, 


of whether a domestic carrier shall 
control an international carrier. 
There is considerable speculation 
in Washington as to the effect 
American’s prestige and economic 
power will have as to whether or 
not the American Export Airlines’ 
temporary certificate from New 
York to Foynes, Ireland will be 
made permanent after the war. 
From the standpoint of competi- 
tion it brings, competitively speak- 
ing, two of the strongest compan- 
ies in the business—American Air- 
and Pan American. It is 
clearly stated in the purchase con- 
tract between the parties that 
American is to have control of Ex- 
port’s policies and operations. The 
possibility of ultimate corporate 
merger and the extent to which the | 
two companies will be integrated | 
operationally are unknown at this} 
time. 





MORE PLANES 
Nine more ships have been re-| 
leased by the Army to bring the| 
air line fleet up to 200. Rumor has | 
it that one to two dozen more are | 
to be turned back soon. Much de-| 
pends on available manpower. The | 
President has limited the air lines| 
to not more than 200 planes but | 
it is expected that the pressure of | 
off-loaded priority passengers, | 
mail, and express will cause the | 
revision of this restriction. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 
WAR CASUALTY 


Although full details have not} 
been released, it is known that an| 
Army C-54 manned by a TWA 
Intercontinental Division crew was 
recently shot down by allied} 
fighter planes who mistook it for| 
a German plane with a similar| 
silhouette. This is an unfortunate | 
accident of war, but it serves to} 
bring to public attention a fact| 
which has for some mysterious 
reason best known to ATC bigwigs 
been hush-hushed and generally | 


ous mind. He has made our Link 
into what it should have been in 
the first place. First of all, he has 
put a trim tab that actually works | 
in conjunction with the throttle. 
Then he invented a small gadget | 
which takes not more than fifty 
seconds to install, which prevents 
the Link from spinning when it is 
first turned on. This eliminates 
wear and tear on the ship. The 
biggest thing, however, is the au-| 
tomatic radio range which he has 
perfected and has in operation. All 
he does when a student gets in the 
Link is to turn the switch on and 
put the bug on the table. Then he} 
just sits back and plays twin- 
squeeze poker with the one-eyed 
John’s wild until the student yells | 
he is over the station. That’s all 
there is to it and if any of you 
readers from the other air lines 
are interested, get in touch with 
Bert Mooney. 
Don’t Give the Indians 
Kick-a-Poo Juice 

With the coming of summer, 
most of the boys are getting out 


their fishing tackle and getting | 
ready to cast their luck upon| 
mother nature. Of course, we 


know that Mooney always comes| 
home with a nice mess of fish, but: 
word has it that he either buys| 
them or puts a net up over night | 
while he plays poker with the In- 
dians up at Yellowstone Park. At 
to see. Mooney, don’t you know 
the Indians kick-a-poo juice? 

We welcome into the Associa- 
tion this month four new mem- 
bers. They are Keith Ario, Horace 
Buchanan, and Bud Hoagland. Ray 
Cawley will also be a new member 
by the time this goes to print. I 
must close this off now, as our 
annual poker session is about to 
start. My biggest job there is 


the next time, may all of our air- 





on Slipstream 








ignored. That is the remarkable | 
contribution of the civilian air line | 
pilots and their crews in flying 
Army supply and transport planes | 
over oceans and into combat zones | 
the world over. Some day when 
the full story can be told, free 
from Army censorship, the public 
will know of the internment in | 
Axis concentration camps and the} 
deaths in action of that brave band | 
of air line pilots who immediately | 
after Pearl Harbor took their un- | 
armed air line planes into the far} 





’M A MODERN | 
AIR LINE PILOT | 


TURNING TO MY RADIO, I 


SWITCHED IN MY RANGE | 
BEACON. 
I WOUND IN THE DIRECTION 
FINDER. 
I REQUESTED PERMISSION TO 
LAND. 
I WOUND IN THE AERIAL. 
I PROTRUDED THE RETRACTABLE 


VENTURI. 

SWITCHED ON THE DE-ICER. 

SWITCHED ON THE CABIN 
LIGHT. 

UNHOOKED MY SLOTS. 

LOWERED BOTH LEGS OF MY 
RETRACTABLE UNDERCAR- 
RIAGE (I HOPE). 

WOUND DOWN THE RETRACT- 
ABLE TAIL WHEEL. 

ALTERED THE PITCH OF MY 
VARIABLE-PITCH AIRSCREW. 

SWITCHED OFF THE COCKPIT 
HEATER. 

WOUND DOWN MY SLOTTED 
FLAPS. 

WOUND THE TAIL-ADJUSTMENT 
WHEEL BACK. 

CLOSED THE THROTTLE AND 
WOUND OUT MY LANDING 
LIGHTS. 

WOUND IN MY RADIATOR. 

WOUND IN MY RETRACTABLE 
OIL-COOLER. 

SWITCHED OFF THE AIR 
CONDITIONER. 

I LOOKED OUT AGAIN AND FOUND 

THAT IT WAS THE WRONG 

FIELD. 

OPENING THE THROTTLE, I 

FLEW SWIFTLY AWAY, 

WINDING EVERYTHING IN AND 

OUT AGAIN AS I WENT. 

I’M A MODERN AIR LINE PILOT. 


—_— 
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So, 














planes have little airplanes. 


| possess 


| has 


corners of the world and performed 
feats of flying that the military 
forces felt could not be done. 
* * * 
GROSS WEIGHT 

It is generally conceded by ob- 
servers in Washington aviation 
circles that the air line pilots’ tes- 
timony at the recent gross weight 
increase hearing before the CAB 
had not only an atmosphere-clear- 
ing effect, but it provided a liberal 
education in air safety to all and 
sundry at the hands of old maes- 
tros who were in the business long 
before the present exponents of 
decreased air safety were even dry 
behind the ears. One thing was 
made abundantly clear and that is 
the nation’s air liners are not 
flown on schedule safely by the 
“slip-stick artist.” It is to be re- 
gretted that the government per- 


| sonnel charged with the responsi- 
| bility of examining and weeding 
| out 
| mission to the Board for approval 


such proposals before sub- 
or disapproval seemingly do not 
the practical experience 
requisite for the sound evaluation 
of such measures. 


* * * 


TWA BUYS INTO HAWAIIAN 

For the second time within a 
few months TWA purchased a 
minority interest in a foreign 
operation when it recently bought 
20% of Hawaiian Airlines, Ltd. 
for a reported $300,000. A slightly 
larger interest was secured | by 
TWA in T.A.C.A. last fall. The 
actions of various domestic car- 
riers in buying into air line opera- 
tions outside of the continental 
limits of the U. S. are interpreted 
here as hedging moves designed to 


| counteract possible CAB or Con- 


gressional action prohibiting do- 
mestic carriers from participating 
in foreign operation. In short, the 


| boys are not taking any chances. 


* * * 


CAA TESTING ARMY PLANES 

After some urging, the Army 
permitted the CAA to test 
some Army transport planes 
against CAR requirements. Since 
all present Army transport types 
were originally designed for civil- 
ian use, it is expected that in the 


|immediate postwar period the air 


By J. Jerry Edwards, AA || lines will use some ex-Army 
| planes. 
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INVADER 


of paratroopers all headed down to 


—Acme Photo 
We wonder what super-fanatic Adolph Schickel- 
gruber thinks about a scene like this—hundreds 


get into his hair. This isn’t a real 


battle scene, but it’s the next thing to it. It’s a practice battle scene 
in which many paratroopers are training for the coming invasion of 


Hitler’s Europe. This show was put 


Premier, and General Dwight D. E 


on for Winston Churchill, British 
Lh d. of 





the Allied Forces. After witnessing 


, Sup é 
the “Air Show,” Mr. Churchill ad- 


dressed the paratroopers. It was a great day for everyone and long 


to be remembered. 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT 























“THIS WAY TO THE AIRPORT” LIGHT 

A bright, moving finger of light that says, “This way to the air- 
port,” has been developed by the Civil Aeronautics Administration at 
the request of the Air Line Pilots Association. 

The light is designed to be helpful in conditions of low visibility, 
and where smoke conditions often obscure standard airport lights from 
pilots who are literally within gliding distance of the field. Its beam 
pivots from a vertical position to a near horizontal position. When the 
light is horizontal, the beam is directed at the airport. 

Searchlight Produces a 5,000,000 Candle Power Beam 

Using a standard searchlight which produces a 5,000,000 candle 
power beam of almost uniform width throughout its length, the “outer 
marker beacon” moves up and down at the rate of 23 cycles per 
minute. This motion distinguishes it from all other lights in the neigh- 
borhood of an airport and enables a pilot to see it from any angle. 
It is located about 10,000 feet from the edge of the airport and to 
prevent the light shining in the eyes of the airport personnel, it stops | 
a few degrees above the horizontal. 


| 





. 
%. 
. ; oh 
—CAA Photo | 
is the first experimental installation of the light 


Pictured he re 
that says, “This is the way to the airport,” which is being developed 
by the Civil Aeronautics Administration at the suggestion of the Air | 


Line Pilots Association. 


Visible at a Distance of 1000 Feet into the Clouds 

The visibility of light is actually accentuated by the presence of 
fog and smoke in the atmosphere. From directly above the light, it is 
visible at a distance of about 1000 feet into the clouds. In perfectly 
clear weather, the light is almost worthless as an indicating agent, | 
but in smoke and haze when it is most useful, it is most visible. 
Mathematically, a light of 5,000,000 candle power would be visible | 
for about 3000 miles, and under conditions of perfect visibility, and 
disregarding the curvature of the earth, a light on the East coast 
could be seen from the West coast. 

Air Line Pilots to Test Light 

The working unit has been completed at the experimental station 
at Indianapolis, and tests by CAA pilots have shown the light to be 
effective. Air line pilots will test it soon. Plans for its practical appli- 
sation range from installation at the approaches of all runways or at 
positions north, south, east, and west of the airport. Placed in these 
positions, two miles from the airport boundary, the lights would prove 
1 “target” of about 25 square miles from pilots in the vicinity of the 
field, who were unable to find the airport because of smoke and haze. 
The light is particularly effective under minimum flight conditions of 
today with ceilings at 1000 feet. : 

The Airport Section of the CAA’s Technical Development Divi- 
sion developed the light, and the project was under the immediate 
direction of H. J. Cory Pearson, chief of the lighting unit. 


NEW AIR CARRIER OF STAINLESS STEEL 








'Wisecrack Backfires Ace Brings Down 


|lowed by almost super-human ef- 
|forts of pre-hearing final make- 
|ready and then a long grueling 
| public hearing, March 29 through 


| considered ambitions to overload 


| lease No. 36 would have permitted 


| Think of it, all you air line pi- 
-| lots and copilots and the air trav- 


; on 


| moreover, 


| pilot could continue a flight even 
| with one motor inoperative with 
|the DC-3 series equipment in all 


| lease No. 36 would have permitted. 


|at the present time, 


| When the proponents of Draft Re- 








(Continued from Page 1) 





April 4, before the Civil Aeronau- 
tics Board was the price to pre- 
vent shallow thinking, will-o’-the- 
wisp advocates of Draft Release 
No. 36 from realizing their ill- 


the currently used, long-in-use air 
line equipment. 
Lest We Forget ; 

Lest we forget what Draft Re- 


had it been approved instead of 
disapproved by the Civil Aeronau- 
tics Board—and don’t run over 
this lightly, let it sink in—Draft 
Release No. 36 would have permit- 
ted the adding of up to still one 
more thousand pounds gross 
weight on currently used DC-3’s 
and Model Lockheed 18 equipment. 


eling public—an added one thou- 
sand pounds on long used air line 
equipment currently being flown 
the air lines, and moreover, 
with special emphasis on _ the 
these advocates of 
Draft Release No. 36 stood up at 
the Gross Weight Hearing in 
Washington on March 29-April 4 
with bold brashness, without even a 
flicker of an eyelash, and tried to 
put over the idea and convince the 
Civil Aeronautics Board that a 


kills to 27—all bagged in the air. 


manner of weather encountered 
in air line operation with the 
added gross weight that Draft Re- ‘ 
session,” a crack they shall long 
regret. 
| CAB Members Knew the Score 
The CAB members were not 
fooled, however. They were right 
in there on their toes. Their ques- 
tions indicated many times during 
the hearing that they were not be- 
lease No. 36 realized their efforts| hind the door on the pro’s and 


In this case, these advocates were 
facing 19 air line pilots, all well- 
seasoned, highly experienced, and, 
flying the 
equipment on which the thousand- 
pound weight increase was sought. 





| were bogging down and not hold-| con’s of the gross weight issue and 
|ing water, they became short tem-| that they were very much abreast 
| pered and cried out, “It’s a bull! of the arguments on both sides. 


| vantageous as stretcher cases must be handled in horizontal position 


to insure their comfort. 
Requires a Crew of Two ; . 
The “Conestoga” requires a crew of two, a pilot and a copilot, 


|whose quarters are in a roomy, comfortable, full-height operating 


The first large size airplane of stainless steel is now undergoing | 


flight tests. This twin-engine cargo carrier was designed for the 
U. S. Navy to handle heavy cargo as its primary mission. In the opin- 


ion of aeronautical engineers, there is a strong possibility that the new | 


plane will exercise a strong influence on the character of air trans- 
ports in the future. 
Designed to Meet Specifications of Cargo Carrier 
The “Conestoga,” it i 
cally to be a cargo carrier, which could carry mail, express, and other 
select cargo economically on flights of moderate length, and also be 






There is always something new in aviation. 


and here is the first stainless steel airplane poised for a test flight. 


capable of loading and unloading cargo with utmost ease and speed. It 
is a two-engine transport 68 feet long, with a wingspread of 100 feet, 
and is capable of transporting 10,000 pounds of cargo over a range 
of 650 miles under a C.A.A. license. Its 4-cylinder radial air-cooled 
engines deliver 1200 horsepower each for take-off, and have a normal 
rating of 1050 horsepower. The designers provided that the plane 
should be able to get into and take off from short landing strips, even 
with heavy loads. 
Can Be Used as a Transport or Aerial Ambulance 

























































behind the lines. 














as it is known officially, was designed specifi- | 


—Press Association Photo 
The use of stainless | 
steel has made much headway in modern streamline train construction, | 


compartment in the nose of the plane. Much engineering attention 
was given to the design of this compartment as to the facilities for 
handling cargo. Pilots who have flown this plane complimented the 
designers on this feature. Dual controls are installed as well as 
remote-control radio and facilities for blind landings and take-offs. 
Exceptional Stability and Well-Coordinated Controls 
According to the test pilots, the plane is easy to fly, having ex- 
ceptional stability and well-coordinated controls. 
excellent performance characteristics of the “Conestoga” fulfill one of 
the principal objectives of its designers, namely, to provide an airplane 
of its weight and power constructed of stainless steel to be a fore- 
runner of this type of construction after the war. 
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—Press Association Photo 


Captain Robert S. Johnson, 24-year-old Thunderbolt fighter pilot 
from Lawton, Okla., shown here seated in his plane at a base in Eng- 
land, shot down two enemy planes on May 8, to bring his total score of 


He becomes the first American ace 


in the European theater to break Captain Eddie Rickenbacker’s World 
War No. I combat record of 26 aircraft kills. 


Said Josh Lee, “Are You a Pilot?” 

One of the members, Mr. Josh 
Lee, queried of witnesses who 
were attempting frantically to 
substantiate the idea that Draft 
Release No. 36 should be ap- 
proved, “Are you a pilot?” And 
when his question was dodged, he 
said, “No, no, I mean are you an 
operating pilot? Do you fly these 
planes on the air lines?” This re- 


flected unmistakably what the 
Board’s line of thinking really 
was. 


Aeronautical Chamber Still 
Isn’t Convinced 

After the Board’s decision on 
May .20, 1944, disapproving Draft 
Release No. 36, the Aeronautical 
Chamber of Commerce, also a pro- 
ponent of Draft Release No. 36, 
along with everybody in the air 
line industry with the exception of 
the air line pilots—the operating 
pilots who fly the planes in ques- 
tion—directed a letter dated May 
22, 1944, to CAB Chmn. L. Welch 


(Continued on Page 6, Col. 3) 
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CULTURAL PRESERVATION 


| destruction of only military objectives. 






—Wide World Photo 


Much has been heard about our bomber pilots di- 
recting their deadly missiles so as to cause the 
Civilians have often wondered how they could tell which was 


| which. Here’s a very interesting map showing how it’s done and explains how Italian cities’ art treas- 


scientific collections. 





The plane can be converted to troop transport or to aerial am-| ures are designated. This map of Benevento, Italy, shows the location of its artistic and historic monu- 
bulance use. Provision is made for installation of 24 seats and 24| ments. Similar maps of towns, cities, and provinces of all occupied Europe are being prepared by the 
stretchers. There is a possibility that the plane may find an important |Commission for AMG (Allied Military Government) officers for the Army Air Forces as an aid in pre- 
use in the evacuation of wounded from battle areas to base hospitals | serving European culture of tomorrow. The key numbers and shaded areas on the maps denote churches, 
That explains the provision for the loading of | palaces and houses, monuments, civic buildings, and cultural institutions such as museums, libraries, and 
stretchers. In such use the level loading feature will prove most ad- | 


. 
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This travel-stained camouflaged Clipper of the Pan American Airways transatlantic fleet wing- 
ing its way on a war mission along with her sister four-engined flying boats has played an important 
transport role in the global conflict of the United Nations. The largest commercial air liners in regular 
operation, the 42-ton Clippers, have flown almost 10,000,000 miles in regular flights over the Atlantic 


Ocean since 1939. 








THAT EVEN TENOR BAD FOR SCRIBES [ast Gasp Gesture 


By A. KEITH MURRAY 
Council No. 28, Colonial 
New York, New York 


We have been pursuing the even 
tenor of our way for some time 
now and while this is fine, it 
doesn’t give a scribe much to work 
on. New ALPA members are Cap- 
tains L. Orton, J. A. Barry, H. A. 
Tinkle, C. Wenzel, and H. G. 
Zbornik; First Officers A. R. Ti- 
berg, G. C. Tougas, W. F. Brown, 
J. C. Columbo, J. C. Gann, C. H. 
Housel, R. N. Hunt, O. L. Jacobs, 
F. H. Kubli, A. McCashin, H. J. 
Orth, H. H. Ricker, and J. W. 
Strong. 

Jimmy Takes a Powder 

Jimmy Towne took a powder on 
us and was last reported on his 
way to Oregon to settle down 
there and raise apples or cider or 
something. We’re going to miss 
that homely puss of his around the 
place. Bets are now being laid as | 
to the date of his return. 

Carl’s Uniform Is of Elastic 

John Ringer has been our coun- 
cil chairman for the past year and 
although his taste in shirts is very 
questionable, it hasn’t interfered 
with his doing a good job as chair- 
man. We have a new chief pilot in 





Saleswoman 
Loretta Nazar, United Air Lines 


stewardess who had the distinction 


pep ooren 3 


| 
| 


\ 


‘ 
\ 


Vi 


—United Air Lines Photo 
of becoming the nation’s first fly- 
ing War Bond saleswoman, will 
marry Ensign Jerry Greer on May 
5 at Chicago. Miss Nazar, a native 
of Toledo, joined United in March, | 
1942, as the company’s first “‘coed”’ 
stewardess. She became a bond 
saleswoman in August, 1943, and 
since that time has sold over 
$75,000 in War Bonds and Stamps 








aboard United’s Mainliners. 








the person of Carl Rach. Herb 
Clark found his uniform getting a 
little tight for him and figured 
that he had better get back on the 
line before he had to buy a bigger 
one. Of course, Carl has all his 
uniforms made of lastex, so a few 
pounds more or less won’t make 
much difference. 
The Less Said about the 
Game the Better 

We had our annual fishing trip, 
and as usual, very few fish were 
caught. There was one tea and 
toast man along. He was the only 
one in the party to fall in the lake. 
Needless to say, this pleased the 
rest of us very much. The less said 
about the poker game, the better. 
It was a case of the losers crying 
—DEAL—while the winners told 
dirty stories. 
Sure Enough There They 
Found the Culprits 


A WINGED WARTIME MERCHANTMAN FLIES THE AIR LANES 


The following is about a group | 


| of pilots, including the chief pilot 


who went to a dance. After the 
ball was over, the chief discovered 
that the hubcaps from his car were 
missing. He blew up the way he 
was expected to and went home in 
a very bitter frame of mind. The 
next morning he discovered the 
hubcaps in the back of his car, 
and putting two and two together, 
he wrapped them very carefully 
and took them to the fingerprint 
department of the station and 
asked that the prints on the caps 
be compared with the prints of the 
night before. Sure enough, he 
found the culprits. The rascals are 
putting in a lot of time these days, 
mostly on consumption tests. 
Crime does not pay. 
—With a Minimum of Damage 
Sam Barnitt has seen the light. 
The other day, Mrs. Barnitt told 
Sam that the oil furnace wasn’t 
putting out properly, so Sam said 
he would slip downstairs and 
“set up the points’—handy-man- 
around-the-house-stuff. When he 
turned it on again, the thing 


started off with a roar resembling | 


that of a destroyer under forced 
draft. Sam ran around the house 
twice as fast as he could, and by 
that time, Mrs. Barnitt had called 
the famous Hasbrouck Heights fire 
department who had the whole 
business lassoed and hog-tied in a 


short time with a minimum of| 


damage. Mrs. Barnitt now has 


standing orders to call the plumber | 


in the event of any furnace trou- 
ble. 
Old Man System Seniority 
Gets to Eat Own Cake 
I can’t vouch for this one, but 


there may be some truth in it. Mrs. | 
Behncke called Dave at the office | 


late one afternoon, telling him that 


some friends had dropped in and/| 


were staying for dinner. 


Mrs. | 


Behncke explained that she didn’t | 


have a thing for dessert and would | 
he see if he could buy a cake on| back here. 


| 


—Pan American Airways Photo 


(Continued from Page 5) 








Pogue, inquiring into the reasons 
for the actions of the Board on 
Draft Release No. 36. This letter 
was answered by Mr. Pogue on 
May 31, 1944, and a copy of his 
reply follows: 
Mr. James P. Murray, President 
Aeronautical Chamber of 
Commerce of America, Inc. 
Shoreham Building 
15th & H Streets, N. W. | 
Washington 5, D. C. 
My dear Mr. Murray: | 
In response to your letter of | 
May 22 concerning the recent ac-| 
tion of the Board in disapproving | 
the proposed regulation which con-| 
templated an increase in gross} 
loads, under certain conditions, | 
for presently operated air carrier | 
aircraft, we are very glad to in-| 
form you as to the reasons which 
motivated the Board. 
The Board’s action was by a} 
majority vote of three Members. | 
Not one of the five Members of the | 
Board was willing to adopt the| 
proposed regulation in its entire-| 
ty. One Member favored allow-| 
ing the increase of landing loads | 
on existing aircraft. Two Mem-| 
bers favored allowing an increase | 
of take-off and landing loads in| 
operations with cargo only. } 





The action of the Board which ies from your member companies. 


declined to adopt the proposed | 
regulation was based upon the fol- | 
lowing considerations: 

The primary reason for the pro- 
posed increase in gross loads was 
the shortage of air carrier air- 
craft and the tremendous amount 
of personnel and cargo to be 
transported as a result of the war 
emergency. The Board concluded 
that this situation had now been 
materially relieved by the return 
of a substantial number of air- 
planes to the air lines and the fact 
that still more are to be made 
available in the not distant fu- 
ture. Further, and a very impor- 
tant consideration, was the appre- 
hension which was shown to pre- 
vail generally among the air line 
pilots that the increasing of the 
loads on the presently-used equip- 
ment (most of which had already 
had a considerable life) would 


his way home. Dave said Roger 
Wilco and on his way home, be- 
lieve it or not, he remembered 
about the cake. On entering the 
bakeshop, he naturally inquired if 
the shop were union. Being in- 
formed that it was not, he left and 
went on to the next bakeshop. 
This shop proved to be a union 
shop, so Dave selected a nice big 
chocolate cake and told the girl 
to wrap it up. “I’m sorry, sir,” the 
girl replied, “but you’ll have to 
take this old dried up one in the 
It has seniority.” 





TWA Ignores NMB Plea to Adjust Peacefully 
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Transcontinental and Western 
Air, Inc., 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Collings: 

On March 18, we addressed a 
communication to Mr. David L. 
Behncke, President, Air Line Pi- 
lots Association, copy of which 
was sent to your Mr. L. M. Reed, 
Personnel Manager. A copy of 
this letter is attached for your 
ready reference. 

We have received a communica- 
tion dated May 18 from Mr. 
Behncke, in which he refers to 
this situation as being one of a 
serious nature, and requests that 
this Board take some action in 
connection therewith. The commu- 
nication of March 18, copy at- 
tached, was written at the direc- 
tion of the Board, and is self-ex- 


lower the margin of safety, par- 
ticularly under conditions of tur- 
bulence and single-engine perform- 
ance. The Board thought that the 
basis for this apprehension might 
well be the subject of controversy, 
but that the universal existence of 
the fear which prevailed among 
the air line pilots could not be 
questioned and was a fact which 
in itself would constitute a hazard. 
The Board felt that the creation 
of a psychological hazard in the 
cockpit, especially under the strain 
of war, was not justified in view 
of the previously mentioned fact 
that the need for increasing the 
loads was rapidly disappearing. 
The Board also felt that to in- 
crease the loads on existing air 
line equipment over all the vigor- 
ous protests of the air line pilots 
might well create a fear in the 
minds of the traveling public 
which would adversely affect the 
development of air transportation. 


|It seemed to be rather generally 


understood that the enactment into 
the Civil Air Regulations of the 
transport category requirements, 
on February 6, 1942, to become 
effective on December 31, 1944, 
was not to apply to the equipment 
presently in service on the air 
lines. 

The action taken by the Board 
on the proposed regulation to in- 
crease gross loads should not be 
construed as having any implica- 
tions with respect to new models 
of aircraft which will become 
available in the future. 

Prior to reaching 
Members of the Board and of the 
Board’s staff held many confer- 
ences with interested parties, a 
great deal of information was ex- 


|changed in writing and a public 


hearing, lasting four days, was 
held before the Board Members. 
We hope that the information 
contained herein is sufficient to 
enable you to answer any inquir- 


Sincerely, 
L. Welch Pogue, 
SS 





its decision, | 





planatory. 

During these times of grave na- 
tional emergency we feel that it 
is the duty of the parties to exert 
every reasonable effort under 
their existing collective bargaining 
procedures to dispose of their dif- 
ferences before seeking the assist- 
ance of this Board. We are, of 
course, ready and willing to extend 
our services in any dispute prop- 
erly coming: within our jurisdic- 
tion under Section 5 of the Rail- 
way Labor Act. Therefore, we 
should appreciate your early ad- 
vice in connection with this matter 
in order that we might determine 
what action would be appropriate 
for us to take. 

Very truly yours, 
/s/ T. E. Bickers, Sec. 
CC: Mr. David L. Behncke. 
Board Points Out Company’s 
Wrong Way Position 

Despite the clear outline in the 
Board’s letters pointing out un- 
mistakably that the Company’s 
position in the matter was wrong, 
the ICD Conferees found them- 
selves on the same dead-end street 
at their May 1 conference with the 
Company as at the previous similar 
conferences. The May 1 meeting 
ended in discord and what took 
place was reported to the National 
Mediation Board. Otis Bryan, vice- 
president, War Projects, lead 
spokesman for the Company said, 
“It looks as if we need some out- 
side help.” 

What Does It All Add Up to? 

What does all this add up to? 
The question that obviously sug- 
gests itself is simply this. Here is 
a Company that is operating under 
Federal law (the Civil Aeronautics 
Act of 1938) and much of their 
profit comes from government 
support, and there is a war on; 
yet, instead of utilizing the griev- 
ance settling machinery that has 
| been set up by the Company and 
| its pilots’ representing organiza- 
|tion which is in existence today 
| to settle grievances to keep this 
| vast operation, which is important 
| to the war effort, running smooth- 
ly as suggested by the National 
Mediation Board, what does this 
| Company do? The answer is ob- 
| vious—stall and hedge. What 
| would the Company’s attitude be 











(Continued on Page 7, Col. 3) 
CAB Strikes a Masterly and 
| Resounding Blow for Safety 

And so ended another air safety 
battle and correlatively speaking 
as that good old political warrior, 
Vice-President John N. Garner 
often said, “‘Let’s strike a blow for 
freedom.” In disapproving Draft 
| Release No. 36, the Civil Aeronau- 
| tics Board struck a masterly and 
|resounding blow for air safety. 
| And let there be no quibbling with 
|this deduction. When the Board 
tabooed this ill-considered and ill- 
advised Draft Release No. 36 pro- 


= Page 7, Col. 1 





| 





(Continued on 








—Press Association Photo 


The world’s greatest air mail load 
and the plane that carried it from 


Hawaii to Alameda, California. These sacks stacked beside the Martin 


Mars contain 25,000 pounds of air mail from the Pacific—that’s 


800,000 letters at an average of 14 ounce per letter, and if they were 
all paid for at prevailing rates, they would carry $48,000 in postage. 
While this load smashed all previous records for air mail, it is still 


10,000 pounds short of the all-time record pay load of 35,000 pounds 


which the Mars carried from Belem, Brazil, to Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
on its first war mission for the Naval Air Transport Service. 
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Striking Design in Fire For Victory 


—Aecme Photo 


Somewhere in England a battery of rocket guns forms a design that 
spells defeat for Hitler and victory for the Allied Forces. The firing of these | 
Z-Guns, manned by Home Guards, was watched by General Sir Frederick | 
Pile. Londoners have become accustomed to the rushing noise made by 
the guns as they are projected against enemy planes. Rockets are the | 
newest type of anti-aircraft defense. 





“Slang |2 dangerous proposal to enhance | 
Pogue Calls Shot profits at the expense of air safety. | 
| Air Line Pilots Are Prayerfully | 


| Thankful 
The air line pilots are not boast- | 


(Continued from Page 6) 


posal to add still one more thous-| fy] of victory in this case. They | 
and pounds to, as Chairman Pogue} are only prayerfully thankful that | 
so ably puts it, “presently used|the Civil Aeronautics Board had| 


equipment most of which has al-| 
ready had considerable life,” they 
certainly had their eye on the air 
safety ball. Well spoken, Mr. 
Pogue, and the hats of all the air 
line pilots are off to you and your} 
colleagues who voted to maintain | 
ir safety on our vast air network 
and who didn’t vote approval for 


the wisdom and foresight, and yes, | 
|the guts to decide this case in the| 
| right way. It was a tough fight and | 
| the expenditure of time and money | 
was not light, but it was worth it, | 
and manyfold, in the enhancing) 
of the most important factor in air | 
line transportation — GREATER | 
| AIR SAFETY. 


Torch Bearer for Night War Birds | 





—Acme Photo 

He’s the man who waves the things which make weird and fiery 

rings that tell the pilots where to bring down their aircraft. In other 

words, he’s a “night air traffic policeman” at an RAF station some- 

where in England, using a pair of torches to signal bombers down 
after a night raid over Hitler’s Europe. 








WOULD THEY CRY?) 
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| Board that 


if the pilots took such a position? 
That answer is also easy. 
Employees’ Relations Follow 
Strange Courses 

Will it be necessary for the 
pilots, and it appears that it will 
be, to make application to their 
government for permission to 
take appropriate action to cause 
the TWA Company to settle the 
TWA-ICD differences and all of 
their various and serious ramifica- 
tions through the medium of the 
machinery that has been established 
for that purpose in their Pilots’ 
Employment Agreement? The busi- 
ness of employees’ relations cer- 
tainly follows strange courses, and 
it isn’t any wonder that the well- 
known lid blows off from time to 
time. 

Wouldn’t They Cry—Oh, Goodness 
Gracious, Yes 

Imagine what this Company 
would say if abrupt action were 
taken against them. Oh goodness 
gracious, wouldn’t they say it was 
all too awful and the nasty unions 
ought to be tarred and feathered, 
and all their leaders forthwith 
jailed? Here’s a Company, gov- 
ernment supported, that has in it 
very good grievance settling sec- 
tions in its Pilots’ Working Agree- 
ment; but will they use them to 
maintain harmony and good esprit 
de corps among their pilots—no, 
and, mark it and well — what’s 
more they will never settle these 
differences by peaceful means until 
they are caused to do so by their 
pilots with the help of the National 
Mediation Board. 

While in Washington on May 2 
and 3, 1944, the ALPA represen- 
tatives consulted with Congress- 
man Robert Crosser and Senator 
Pat McCarran on postwar air line 
transportation legislation. A number 
of other ALPA matters were dis- 
posed of while’ there. Messrs. 
Behncke and Ulrich returned to Chi- 
cago on May 3. 

The next subject of importance 
that was considered by the Associa- 
tion during the month of May was 
further planning of the runway lay- 
out for New York’s giant airport be- 
ing constructed at the Idlewild site. 

On May 25, ALPA’s Central Exec- 
utive Council met at the Troy Lane 
Hotel. Many important subjects were 
perused and decided upon. A number 
of air safety recommendations were 
reviewed and passed upon. 

Hard Fought Battle—Gross 
Weight Proposal Killed 

During the latter part of the 
month on May 20, 1944, Headquarters 
received the very finest of good tid- 
ings from the Civil Aeronautics 
it had decided against 
Draft Release No. 36 which sought 
the approval of the Federal Govern- 
ment to overload currently and long 
used air line equipment. A _ story 





| about this decision appears on Page 


1, Col. 5, of this issue. In the main, 
the month of May was a catch-up 
month for ALPA’s headquarters and 
a mighty busy one. Many subjects 
that had previously been temporar- 
ily shelved were gone into and dis- 
posed of, including the bringing up 
to date as nearly as possible of the 
publication of the AIR LINE PILOT. 
The publication of ALPA’s magazine 
had dropped considerably in arrears 
due to the causes common to war- 
time shortages of material and man- 
power and the numerous other de- 
laying factors common to publishing 
and printing during times such as we 
are passing through. ALPA’s little 
magazine has grown to be one more 
thing that is taken for granted until 
it fails to arrive. The flood of inquir- 
ies as to why issues aren’t received 
on time speaks well for its povular- 
ity. In particular the flood of such 
inquiries comes from the boys on act- 
ive duty in all parts of the world. 
There’s a new song out that 


goes something like this: 


Oh, what a beautiful morning, 
Oh, what a beautiful day. 
I’ve got a beautiful feeling 
Everything’s going my way. 


This airy little tune is surely 
representative of the season of the 
year through which we’re passing, 
but don’t forget there’s plenty of 
hell wrapped up in that thunder- 
head just ahead on the course— 
and plenty more wrapped up in 
those innocent little ones sneaking 
in from the side. 

It’s all right to hum the little 
tune about the beautiful morning 
and about the beautiful day, but 
let’s not be lulled into a false 
sense of security during good 
summer weather because the 
awakening may be rude and far 
too lasting. 

The next calendar month is 
June. If the manpower shortage 
doesn’t get too short and the old 
printing press doesn’t break down 
and the material situation doesn’t 
become too acute, we'll be seeing 
you then. 

















THE GOOD FATHER KNOWS HIS PINS 
Here is a story sent to Headquarters by ALPA’er W. F. Brown, 
which was passed on to him by an American Export navigator. 
It seems that in a small, unnamed town in Ireland, there is a 
priest who knows all the crew members and spends a great deal of 
time with them on their layovers. This priest in his black robes also 
wears, as a great deal of them do in the old country, a sort of a “bib.” 
Well, under this bib he sports an ALPA pin that was given to him by 
one of the AEA pilots. The standing joke is when any of the crew 
meets him and asks if he has his ALPA pin on, up comes the bib and 
there it is. To date, no one has met him without the ALPA pin. 
In ending, Brown says, “I guess our organization is growing when 
they are wearing our ALPA pins in Ireland.”—Must be—and if any 
of the boys see the good priest, shake him heartily by the hand for 
the air line piloting profession—and we mean all of it. 
* * * 


CONCENTRATION IS WHAT IT TAKES, 
SAYS “STUKA” 











—Sperry Gyroscope Co. Photo 

No time for frisking on misty moors or dozing in cozy kitchens 
these hectic days. ‘“Stuka,’’ mascot of the daring crew of the battle- 
scarred Flying Fortress, ‘Memphis Belle,” knowingly consults Sperry 
flight instruments and, as usual, captures the spotlight for herself on 
her visit to a Sperry Gyroscope Company plant after her first flight to 
the United States. As an ocean hopper, “‘Stuka” is eligible for ‘Short 
Snorter” membership, and as a genuine Army flyer—actual combat 
missions excepted——-she is entitled to wear a replica of the regulation 
United States Army ‘“‘dog-tag.”’ 


as * * 


“SMARTY PANTS” CRACKS 


What some of us need is more horsepower and not so much ex- 
haust. . .. Because these Japathetics never did have the right attitude, 
they got socked in the Kiska. They’ve been having Aleutianations!.. . 
Telling a girl she looks like a million dollars has become a doubtful 
compliment, suggestive of small change. . . . The Italian Government 
is in a tougher spot than a flea on a drowning dog. ... “The newest 
thing in men’s clothing’’—the women! ... An increasing number of 
women are taking up the law. About the usual number are laying it 
down. .. . It is by no means unusual for an open mouth and closed 
mind to be connected up with the same anatomy. 

* * * 


NAME: JUMBO—OCCUPATION: FRONT-LINE 
ELEPHANT 


Indian Air Force mascot, Jumbo, looks placidly at life at a 
front-line jungle airfield in Burma. It is from jungle airfields of this 


—Wide World Photo 
kind that the Indian Air Forces are now successfully operating on the 
Burma Front. They are flying Vultee Vengeances and Hurricanes and 
the good work they are doing is appreciated by the Army and their 
colleagues of the R.A.F. 

Jumbo is more than a mascot; he is an honest-to-goodness work- 
ing man and the jobs he does are big, many, and varied, and he is a 
great favorite with the soldiers. Wonder what Jumbo thinks about 
the buzz-wagons that scurry all about him with so much roaring and 





screaming. Judging from the expression on his face, he probably 
thinks, ‘““My skin is an inch thick; so what? Let the other fellow do 





the stewing and worrying. I’ll just take another nap until the next 
job comes along.” 





Eight __ 





CURT & CLIPPED 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ley, a good title for which is— 
UNDER HIS DAD’S WING. 

Two generations are working 
side by side piloting the Clippers 
of Pan American World Airways 
on its Alaskan operation—the first 
father-son flight combination in all 
of the System’s sixteen years of 
operation. This sign of the advanc- 
ing age of the world’s youngest 
medium of transportation is fully 
appreciated when forty-three-year- 
old Captain Al Monsen, veteran 
Alaskan fiyer, and his twenty-one- 
year old son, Wesley, climb aboard 
a training Clipper in the course of 
the latter’s education as flight of- 
ficer for the Alaska Sector of the 
Pacific-Alaska Division. 

Father Gives His Boy the 
Lowdown about Line Piloting 

Upon completion of the younger 
Monsen’s course of training, he 
was taken under his father’s ex- 





pert wing early in May; they 
toured the weather bureau and 


operations and traffic offices in 
preparation for their first flight 
together in the same plane. 
From.a Handful to 1300 
Employees 

An authority on Alaskan flying, 
Captain Monsen joined Pan Amer- 
ican back in the year 1932, when 
Pacific International Airways was 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT 











YES—THEY’RE ALL GENERALS, AND TOPS (DROLL TALE. 
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in large letters and attached to his 
chest or coat whichever happened 
to be handier. Then, naturally, 
they headed for the lavish layout 
of food and other refreshments 
which “Chille” had provided, After 
all the satisfied smiles, the rest of 
the program began. 

J. O. Stewart acted as master 
of ceremonies introducing the 
council chairmen present. Taking 
bows were George Doole, PAA; 
Emery Martin, AEA; Jerry Wood, 
EAL; Gus Konz, AA; “Red” Fos- 
ter, TWA; John Pincomb, UAL; 
and Herb Clark, representing his 
chairman for Colonial. 

Each Made His Speech 

After each had made his speech, 
movies supplied by Pan American 
followed. Excellent color tours to 
South America and across the Pa- 
cific were shown and enjoyed by 
the audience. 

“Red” Foster of TWA was se- 
lected as chairman and opened the 
more serious part of the program 
in his usual capable manner. He 
gave the assembled pilots the low- 
down on the job the Pilots’ Ad- 
visory Committee is doing in con- 
junction with New York’s budding 
Idlewild airport and any other new 
fields contemplated elsewhere. Some 
of this report is in the January 
issue of the AIR LINE PILOT. 








Ge 





incorporated into Pacific Alaska From that, he switched to the = 
Airways (predecessor of Alaska story behind the scenes at the 

Sector of Pan American Air- —Press Association Photo| hearings held in Washington on 

ways). Along with other pioneer | DURING HIS VISIT TO A MEDIUM BOMBER STATION IN ENGLAND, GENERAL DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, |the proposed increase in gross 

pilots acquired at that time, in-| (LEFT), SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER OF INVASION FORCES IN ENGLAND, CHATS WITH LT. GEN. CARL 


weight of our senile DC’s. As we 
now know, the increase was de- 
|feated by ALPA. The discussion 


SPAATZ (CENTER), CHIEF OF U. S. STRATEGIC AIR FORCES IN EUROPE, AND LT. GEN. JAMES H. DOO- 


cluding former Division Manager | » 8 : 
. LITTLE, COMMANDER OF THE 8TH U. S. ARMY AIR FORCE IN ENGLAND. 


Joe Crosson, Chief Pilot S. E.| 
Robbins, and Captain Jerry Jones, ; 














Monsen watched with paternal 
pride the Alaska Sector’s expan- 
sion from a handful of pilots to 
almost 1300 employees. 
Poker-Faced, Grim, and 


| personal question. The two talk 
| flying constantly—over breakfast, 
| riding to work, and sometimes into 
| the small hours of the morning. 

| It’s a Strange Combination 


Student Pilot fresh 


‘DANGEROUS CURVES’ 
IN CONGRESS RECORD 


On May 8, 1944, the Honorable 
Alfred L. Bulwinkle, veteran law- 
maker and chairman of the Sub- 


air 
line transportation, domestic or in- 
ternational, or in any other industry. 

“To begin with, the Jap-rats and 


the never - had - a - free -thought-of- | 


their-own squareheads are not yet 
licked. We have all heard the time- 


then switched to gross weight load- 
ings on military cargo, and the 
“peelots” really began to speak 
up instead of just listening in- 
tently to ‘‘Red” tell his droll tales 


|of the Washington confab. 
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race. It is up to those on the firing 


The pilots became so “het-up’ 


in discussing the 
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as to financial outlay would de- 
termine the number of routes to 
be granted. He said that the Board 
hopes to issue a report on feeder 
routes within the very near future. 
This report was described by 
Pogue as a “tough one to write 
because it is so important and has 
a lot of policy connected with it.” 


$512,500,000 


E. Earl Lothrop, manager, Re- 
search Dept., Aeronautical Cham- 
ber of Commerce, predicts that 
within two years after the war 
ends the air lines of the United 
States will purchase 1,700 new 
transport planes valued at $512,- 
500,000. “Of the 1,700 new air- 
planes,” Lothrop stated, “100 will 





























flationary postwar thinking and plan- 
ning. Overselling and overpromoting 
postwar air line transportation is 
unwise and a dangerous inflationary 
trend. So much of this is going on 
that a certain amount of debunking 
is obviously necessary or we are 
bound to overrun the curves ahead. 

“Here are a few shining examples 
—statements sorely in need of de- 
bunking—‘Our country will ride to a 
new unprecedented high wave of 
prosperity after the war because of 
the growth of air transportation.’— 
‘Air line transportation must be pre- 
pared to furnish employment tc 
everyone who has had aviation train 
ing.’--‘Air lines will be extended tc 
every city, town, and hamlet in the 
country.’ 

“‘Now for a bit of debunking. Ai 
line growth will have some, but un 
fortunately, a very limited effect or 
postwar economic and prosperity fac- 
tors.—Postwar air line transportatior 
will be able to furnish employment 
to many, but again unfortunately 
far from all of aviation’s wartime 
trained personnel. When the mer 
formerly in active air line employ 
ment, now on active duty with the 
armed forces, return to their ys 
from which they have been 1r- 
loughed, the air carrier industry e:2 
ployment possibilities will be greatly 
lessened.—There will be air lines t« 
all cities and communities that car 
reasonably support such service, anc 
no more. 
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